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Message Text 


1 . FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF BREZHNEV LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT ON ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS. MISSION IS 
AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE TEXT TO SPC FOR ANALYSIS AND 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER LETTERS AS DISCUSSED REF (C). 

2. FYI, SOVIETS INITIALLY GAVE US ONLY ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
VERSION. WE NOW HAVE RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE TEXT, AND IT IS 
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EVIDENT SOVIET ENGLISH TRANSLATION WAS INACCURATE IN 
SEVERAL PLACES, INCLUDING PHRASE "RESPOND IN KIND" QUOTED 
REF (B). THIS PHRASE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT APPEAR IN THE 
RUSSIAN TEXT. 

BEGIN TEXT. IANUARY 5, 1978 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

- THIS TIME I AM ADDRESSING YOU ON ONLY A SINGLE 
QUESTION, BUT ONE WHICH ASSUMES SIGNIFICANT ACUTENESS, 
BOTH IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AS A WHOLE. WHAT I HAVE IN 
MIND ARE THE PLANS TO PRODUCE NEUTRON WEAPONS AND TO 
DEPLOY THEM IN WESTERN EUROPE. THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
THE SUBJECT DEMANDS THAT TALK BE CANDID. 

YOU KNOW OUR POSITION REGARDING THESE PLANS. IT 
IS SHARPLY NEGATIVE. AS FOR THE GIST OF THE MATTER, 

A NEW DIRECTION OF THE ARMS RACE IS BEING OPENED WITH 
ALL THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES FLOWING FROM IT, A 
SEVERE BLOW IS BEING DEALT TO PEOPLES’ HOPES TO 
ELIMINATE THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WAR. THIS IS SEEN 
NOT ONLY BY US BUT BY MANY OTHER STATES AND BROAD 
MASSES OF PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 
SECRET 
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AS WELL. 

- I WILL SAY IT FRANKLY. WE VIEW ATTEMPTS TO BELITTLE 
THE THREAT WHICH HAS ARISEN AS A DESIRE TO CONFUSE 
THOSE IN THE WORLD WHO NOW FEEL A RISING ALARM, AND 
WHO ARE RAISING EVER LOUDER A VOICE OF PROTEST AGAINST 
THE NEUTRON BOMB. CAN IT INDEED BE POSSIBLE TO 
BELIEVE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS. IF THEY ARE USED, WILL 
BE USED ON A LIMITED SCALE, ONLY ON THE BATTLEFIELD 
AND ONLY AGAINST ONE OR ANOTHER TYPE OF FORCES? IF 
ONE THINKS IN MILITARY TERMS, IT IS CLEAR THAT 

IN THE CASE OF SUCH A CONFLICT CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
DICTATE THEIR OWN LOGIC TO THE ACTIONS OF ONE SIDE OR 
THE OTHER. 

- BY THEIR NATURE AND THEIR DESTRUCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 
NEUTRON WEAPONS CAN STRIKE NOT ONLY PEOPLE WEARING 
MILITARY UNIFORMS BUT ALSO HUGE MASSES OF THE POPULATION. 
THESE ARE INHUMAN WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION; THEY 
ARE DIRECTED AGAINST PEOPLE. THEIR APPEARANCE WILL 

NOT DIMINISH THE LIKELIHOOD OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT 
BUT ENHANCE IT. THE REALITY IS THAT IF NEUTRON WEAPONS 
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ARE EVER USED, A DEVASTATING SCYTHE WILL SWEEP ACROSS 
THE TERRITORIES OF ENTIRE COUNTRIES, PROBABLY NOT 
LEAVING A SINGLE INCH UNTOUCHED. 

- PERHAPS THE CALCULATION IS MADE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS 
WILL BE USED ONLY WHERE THEY ARE TO BE DEPLOYED - THAT IS 
IN EUROPE. PERHAPS SOME ENTERTAIN THE HOPE TO STAY 

ON THE SIDELINES IF AND WHEN THE POINT IS REACHED THAT 
NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE KILLING EUROPEANS. THIS CALCULATION 
IS ILLUSORY IN SUBSTANCE. TODAY NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE 
THOUGHT OF IN CONNECTION WITH ONE MEANS OF DELIVERY, 

BUT TOMORROW, OR THE DAY AFTER THEY MAY BE ATTACHED 
TO OTHER VEHICLES OF A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT RANGE-NOT 
OF HUNDREDS BUT OF THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS. TODAY 
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THESE WEAPONS HAVE ONE YIELD, BUT TOMORROW IT COULD 
BE TEN OR A HUNDRED TIMES GREATER. SUCH IS THE LAW 
OF THE ARMS RACE ONCE ONE SIDE BEGINS A NEW SPIRAL. 

- PLANS CONNECTED WITH NEUTRON WEAPONS, ARE ALREADY 
HAVING A DANGEROUS EFFECT ON THE WORLD POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE AND THEIR REALIZATION WOULD ENTAIL EVEN 
GREATER COSTS. IN WHAT LIGHT WOULD THE NEGOTIATIONS 
CURRENTLY UNDERWAY BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE US ON A 
SERIES OF MAJOR ISSUES FOR ARRESTING THE ARMS RACE 
APPEAR IF SIMULTANEOUSLY THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS WAS FORCED? NOT MUCH WOULD BE LEFT OF PEOPLE'S 
TRUST IN SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF DISARMAMENT, IN THE 
SUCCESS OF ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS. MOREOVER, THE 
NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES, AT LEAST IN SOME CASES, WOULD 
FACE THE THREAT OF BEING BROKEN OFF. 

- WHAT MUTUAL TRUST, WHAT COOPERATION BETWEEN THE USSR 
AND THE US IN SOLVING THE GREAT TASK OF FREEING PEOPLES 
FROM NUCLEAR DANGER CAN THERE BE IF THE U.S. SIDE PUTS ITS 
STAKE ON NEW SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS AIMED - AND THIS IS 
NOT BEING CONCEALED - AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. 

IT IS NO SECRET THAT THE DECISION WHETHER TO START 
PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON WEAPONS DEPENDS 
NOW ABOVE ALL UPON THE US GOVERNMENT, UPON YOU, 
PERSONALLY, MR. PRESIDENT. BUT THIS DECISION IS OF 
THE KIND THAT A CHAIN OF EVENTS IS PUT INTO MOTION 
WHICH IN THE LAST ANALYSIS IS CONNECTED WITH THE 
RISK OF DEVASTATION OF WHOLE COUNTRIES, AND THE LOSS 
OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. THE RESPONSIBILITY HERE IS 
EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT AND IT IS THIS THAT PROMPTS ME TO 
ADDRESS YOU. SINCE, IF THE CHOICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
SECRET 
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IS IN FAVOR OF THE NEUTRON BOMB THIS WILL PUT THE 
SOVIET UNION BEFORE THE NECESSITY TO MEET THE CHALLENGE, 
THAT IS TO ACT IN THE SAME WAY AS WE WERE FORCED TO 
ACT WHEN ATOMIC WEAPONS CAME INTO BEING. 

WE HAVE SIMPLY NO RIGHT TO FOREGO THE SECURITY OF 
OUR PEOPLE AND THE SECURITY OF OUR ALLIES. 

- BUT IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO STOP. THERE 

EXISTS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE DANGEROUS AGGRAVATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE AND WE PROPOSE IT. YOU OF COURSE 
KNOW THAT IN MY PUBLIC ADDRESS AT THE END OF THE 
LAST YEAR I PROPOSED THAT AGREEMENT BE REACHED ON THE 
MUTUAL REPUDIATION OF PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON WEAPONS. 

I NOW CONFIRM THIS PROPOSAL. WE ARE PREPARED TO 
CONCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AND OTHER STATES. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS MATTER AT ANY MOMENT. SUCH AN 
AGREEMENT WOULD RESPOND TO THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES, 

TO THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING PEACE AND DETENTE, 

TO PEOPLES' ASPIRATIONS. 

- I WOULD LIKE TO HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOU WILL 
TREAT THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS WITH FULL ATTENTION, 

AND THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND THE US WILL BE ABLE 
BEFORE IRREVERSIBLE STEPS ARE TAKEN TO REACH MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE REPUDIATION OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS. 

- AT THE SAME TIME I AM ADDRESSING THE LEADERS OF 
A SERIES OF OTHER STATES - PARTICIPANTS OF THE ALL- 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE - ON THIS ISSUE. 

SINCERELY, 

L. BREZHNEV 
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VANCE 
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1 . FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF BREZHNEV LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT ON ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS. MISSION IS 
AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE TEXT TO SPC FOR ANALYSIS AND 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER LETTERS AS DISCUSSED REF (C). 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. FYI, SOVIETS INITIALLY GAVE US ONLY ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
VERSION. WE NOW HAVE RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE TEXT. AND IT IS 
EVIDENT SOVIET ENGLISH TRANSLATION WAS INACCURATE IN 
SEVERAL PLACES, INCLUDING PHRASE "RESPOND IN KIND" QUOTED 
REF (B). THIS PHRASE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT APPEAR IN THE 
RUSSIAN TEXT. 

BEGIN TEXT. IANUARY 5, 1978 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

- THIS TIME I AM ADDRESSING YOU ON ONLY A SINGLE 
QUESTION, BUT ONE WHICH ASSUMES SIGNIFICANT ACUTENESS, 
BOTH IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AS A WHOLE. WHAT I HAVE IN 
MIND ARE THE PLANS TO PRODUCE NEUTRON WEAPONS AND TO 
DEPLOY THEM IN WESTERN EUROPE. THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
THE SUBJECT DEMANDS THAT TALK BE CANDID. 

YOU KNOW OUR POSITION REGARDING THESE PLANS. IT 
IS SHARPLY NEGATIVE. AS FOR THE GIST OF THE MATTER, 

A NEW DIRECTION OF THE ARMS RACE IS BEING OPENED WITH 
ALL THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES FLOWING FROM IT, A 
SEVERE BLOW IS BEING DEALT TO PEOPLES' HOPES TO 
ELIMINATE THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WAR. THIS IS SEEN 
NOT ONLY BY US BUT BY MANY OTHER STATES AND BROAD 
MASSES OF PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 
SECRET 
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AS WELL. 

- I WILL SAY IT FRANKLY. WE VIEW ATTEMPTS TO BELITTLE 
THE THREAT WHICH HAS ARISEN AS A DESIRE TO CONFUSE 
THOSE IN THE WORLD WHO NOW FEEL A RISING ALARM, AND 
WHO ARE RAISING EVER LOUDER A VOICE OF PROTEST AGAINST 
THE NEUTRON BOMB. CAN IT INDEED BE POSSIBLE TO 
BELIEVE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS. IF THEY ARE USED. WILL 
BE USED ON A LIMITED SCALE, ONLY ON THE BATTLEFIELD 
AND ONLY AGAINST ONE OR ANOTHER TYPE OF FORCES? IF 
ONE THINKS IN MILITARY TERMS, IT IS CLEAR THAT 

IN THE CASE OF SUCH A CONFLICT CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
DICTATE THEIR OWN LOGIC TO THE ACTIONS OF ONE SIDE OR 
THE OTHER. 

- BY THEIR NATURE AND THEIR DESTRUCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 
NEUTRON WEAPONS CAN STRIKE NOT ONLY PEOPLE WEARING 
MILITARY UNIFORMS BUT ALSO HUGE MASSES OF THE POPULATION. 
THESE ARE INHUMAN WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION; THEY 
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ARE DIRECTED AGAINST PEOPLE. THEIR APPEARANCE WILL 
NOT DIMINISH THE LIKELIHOOD OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT 
BUT ENHANCE IT. THE REALITY IS THAT IF NEUTRON WEAPONS 
ARE EVER USED, A DEVASTATING SCYTHE WILL SWEEP ACROSS 
THE TERRITORIES OF ENTIRE COUNTRIES, PROBABLY NOT 
LEAVING A SINGLE INCH UNTOUCHED. 

- PERHAPS THE CALCULATION IS MADE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS 
WILL BE USED ONLY WHERE THEY ARE TO BE DEPLOYED - THAT IS 
IN EUROPE. PERHAPS SOME ENTERTAIN THE HOPE TO STAY 

ON THE SIDELINES IF AND WHEN THE POINT IS REACHED THAT 
NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE KILLING EUROPEANS. THIS CALCULATION 
IS ILLUSORY IN SUBSTANCE. TODAY NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE 
THOUGHT OF IN CONNECTION WITH ONE MEANS OF DELIVERY, 

BUT TOMORROW, OR THE DAY AFTER THEY MAY BE ATTACHED 
TO OTHER VEHICLES OF A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT RANGE-NOT 
OF HUNDREDS BUT OF THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS. TODAY 
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THESE WEAPONS HAVE ONE YIELD, BUT TOMORROW IT COULD 
BE TEN OR A HUNDRED TIMES GREATER. SUCH IS THE LAW 
OF THE ARMS RACE ONCE ONE SIDE BEGINS A NEW SPIRAL. 

- PLANS CONNECTED WITH NEUTRON WEAPONS, ARE ALREADY 
HAVING A DANGEROUS EFFECT ON THE WORLD POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE AND THEIR REALIZATION WOULD ENTAIL EVEN 
GREATER COSTS. IN WHAT LIGHT WOULD THE NEGOTIATIONS 
CURRENTLY UNDERWAY BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE US ON A 
SERIES OF MAJOR ISSUES FOR ARRESTING THE ARMS RACE 
APPEAR IF SIMULTANEOUSLY THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS WAS FORCED? NOT MUCH WOULD BE LEFT OF PEOPLE'S 
TRUST IN SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF DISARMAMENT, IN THE 
SUCCESS OF ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS. MOREOVER, THE 
NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES, AT LEAST IN SOME CASES, WOULD 
FACE THE THREAT OF BEING BROKEN OFF. 

- WHAT MUTUAL TRUST, WHAT COOPERATION BETWEEN THE USSR 
AND THE US IN SOLVING THE GREAT TASK OF FREEING PEOPLES 
FROM NUCLEAR DANGER CAN THERE BE IF THE U.S. SIDE PUTS ITS 
STAKE ON NEW SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS AIMED - AND THIS IS 
NOT BEING CONCEALED - AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. 

IT IS NO SECRET THAT THE DECISION WHETHER TO START 
PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON WEAPONS DEPENDS 
NOW ABOVE ALL UPON THE US GOVERNMENT, UPON YOU, 
PERSONALLY, MR. PRESIDENT. BUT THIS DECISION IS OF 
THE KIND THAT A CHAIN OF EVENTS IS PUT INTO MOTION 
WHICH IN THE LAST ANALYSIS IS CONNECTED WITH THE 
RISK OF DEVASTATION OF WHOLE COUNTRIES, AND THE LOSS 
OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. THE RESPONSIBILITY HERE IS 
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EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT AND IT IS THIS THAT PROMPTS ME TO 
ADDRESS YOU. SINCE, IF THE CHOICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
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IS IN FAVOR OF THE NEUTRON BOMB THIS WILL PUT THE 
SOVIET UNION BEFORE THE NECESSITY TO MEET THE CHALLENGE, 
THAT IS TO ACT IN THE SAME WAY AS WE WERE FORCED TO 
ACT WHEN ATOMIC WEAPONS CAME INTO BEING. 

WE HAVE SIMPLY NO RIGHT TO FOREGO THE SECURITY OF 
OUR PEOPLE AND THE SECURITY OF OUR ALLIES. 

- BUT IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO STOP. THERE 

EXISTS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE DANGEROUS AGGRAVATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE AND WE PROPOSE IT. YOU OF COURSE 
KNOW THAT IN MY PUBLIC ADDRESS AT THE END OF THE 
LAST YEAR I PROPOSED THAT AGREEMENT BE REACHED ON THE 
MUTUAL REPUDIATION OF PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON WEAPONS. 

I NOW CONFIRM THIS PROPOSAL. WE ARE PREPARED TO 
CONCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AND OTHER STATES. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS MATTER AT ANY MOMENT. SUCH AN 
AGREEMENT WOULD RESPOND TO THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES, 

TO THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING PEACE AND DETENTE, 

TO PEOPLES' ASPIRATIONS. 

- I WOULD LIKE TO HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOU WILL 
TREAT THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS WITH FULL ATTENTION, 

AND THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND THE US WILL BE ABLE 
BEFORE IRREVERSIBLE STEPS ARE TAKEN TO REACH MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE REPUDIATION OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS. 

- AT THE SAME TIME I AM ADDRESSING THE LEADERS OF 
A SERIES OF OTHER STATES - PARTICIPANTS OF THE ALL- 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE - ON THIS ISSUE. 

SINCERELY, 

L. BREZHNEV 
SECRET 
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(B) STATE 01 1768 (DTG 170019Z JAN 78); 

(C) USNATO 00626 (DTG 191803Z JAN 78) 

(D) STATE 018345 (DTG 240054Z JAN 78) 

1 . FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF BREZHNEV LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT ON ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPONS. MISSION IS 
AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE TEXT TO SPC FOR ANALYSIS AND 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER LETTERS AS DISCUSSED REF (C). 

2. FYI, SOVIETS INITIALLY GAVE US ONLY ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
VERSION. WE NOW HAVE RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE TEXT. AND IT IS 
EVIDENT SOVIET ENGLISH TRANSLATION WAS INACCURATE IN 
SEVERAL PLACES, INCLUDING PHRASE "RESPOND IN KIND" QUOTED 
REF (B). THIS PHRASE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT APPEAR IN THE 
RUSSIAN TEXT. 

BEGIN TEXT. JANUARY 5, 1978 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

- THIS TIME I AM ADDRESSING YOU ON ONLY A SINGLE 
QUESTION, BUT ONE WHICH ASSUMES SIGNIFICANT ACUTENESS, 
BOTH IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AND 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AS A WHOLE. WHAT I HAVE IN 
MIND ARE THE PLANS TO PRODUCE NEUTRON WEAPONS AND TO 
DEPLOY THEM IN WESTERN EUROPE. THE SERIOUSNESS OF 
THE SUBJECT DEMANDS THAT TALK BE CANDID. 

YOU KNOW OUR POSITION REGARDING THESE PLANS. IT 
IS SHARPLY NEGATIVE. AS FOR THE GIST OF THE MATTER, 

SECRET 
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A NEW DIRECTION OF THE ARMS RACE IS BEING OPENED WITH 
ALL THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES FLOWING FROM IT, A 
SEVERE BLOW IS BEING DEALT TO PEOPLES' HOPES TO 
ELIMINATE THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WAR. THIS IS SEEN 
NOT ONLY BY US BUT BY MANY OTHER STATES AND BROAD 
MASSES OF PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 
AS WELL. 

- I WILL SAY IT FRANKLY. WE VIEW ATTEMPTS TO BELITTLE 
THE THREAT WHICH HAS ARISEN AS A DESIRE TO CONFUSE 
THOSE IN THE WORLD WHO NOW FEEL A RISING ALARM, AND 
WHO ARE RAISING EVER LOUDER A VOICE OF PROTEST AGAINST 
THE NEUTRON BOMB. CAN IT INDEED BE POSSIBLE TO 
BELIEVE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS. IF THEY ARE USED. WILL 
BE USED ON A LIMITED SCALE, ONLY ON THE BATTLEFIELD 
AND ONLY AGAINST ONE OR ANOTHER TYPE OF FORCES? IF 
ONE THINKS IN MILITARY TERMS, IT IS CLEAR THAT 
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IN THE CASE OF SUCH A CONFLICT CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
DICTATE THEIR OWN LOGIC TO THE ACTIONS OF ONE SIDE OR 
THE OTHER. 

- BY THEIR NATURE AND THEIR DESTRUCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 
NEUTRON WEAPONS CAN STRIKE NOT ONLY PEOPLE WEARING 
MILITARY UNIFORMS BUT ALSO HUGE MASSES OF THE POPULATION. 
THESE ARE INHUMAN WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION; THEY 
ARE DIRECTED AGAINST PEOPLE. THEIR APPEARANCE WILL 

NOT DIMINISH THE LIKELIHOOD OF NUCLEAR CONFLICT 
BUT ENHANCE IT. THE REALITY IS THAT IF NEUTRON WEAPONS 
ARE EVER USED, A DEVASTATING SCYTHE WILL SWEEP ACROSS 
THE TERRITORIES OF ENTIRE COUNTRIES, PROBABLY NOT 
LEAVING A SINGLE INCH UNTOUCHED. 

- PERHAPS THE CALCULATION IS MADE THAT NEUTRON WEAPONS 
WILL BE USED ONLY WHERE THEY ARE TO BE DEPLOYED - THAT IS 
IN EUROPE. PERHAPS SOME ENTERTAIN THE HOPE TO STAY 

ON THE SIDELINES IF AND WHEN THE POINT IS REACHED THAT 
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NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE KILLING EUROPEANS. THIS CALCULATION 
IS ILLUSORY IN SUBSTANCE. TODAY NEUTRON WEAPONS ARE 
THOUGHT OF IN CONNECTION WITH ONE MEANS OF DELIVERY, 

BUT TOMORROW, OR THE DAY AFTER THEY MAY BE ATTACHED 
TO OTHER VEHICLES OF A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT RANGE-NOT 
OF HUNDREDS BUT OF THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS. TODAY 
THESE WEAPONS HAVE ONE YIELD, BUT TOMORROW IT COULD 
BE TEN OR A HUNDRED TIMES GREATER. SUCH IS THE LAW 
OF THE ARMS RACE ONCE ONE SIDE BEGINS A NEW SPIRAL. 

- PLANS CONNECTED WITH NEUTRON WEAPONS, ARE ALREADY 
HAVING A DANGEROUS EFFECT ON THE WORLD POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE AND THEIR REALIZATION WOULD ENTAIL EVEN 
GREATER COSTS. IN WHAT LIGHT WOULD THE NEGOTIATIONS 
CURRENTLY UNDERWAY BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE US ON A 
SERIES OF MAJOR ISSUES FOR ARRESTING THE ARMS RACE 
APPEAR IF SIMULTANEOUSLY THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS WAS FORCED? NOT MUCH WOULD BE LEFT OF PEOPLE'S 
TRUST IN SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF DISARMAMENT, IN THE 
SUCCESS OF ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS. MOREOVER, THE 
NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES, AT LEAST IN SOME CASES, WOULD 
FACE THE THREAT OF BEING BROKEN OFF. 

- WHAT MUTUAL TRUST, WHAT COOPERATION BETWEEN THE USSR 
AND THE US IN SOLVING THE GREAT TASK OF FREEING PEOPLES 
FROM NUCLEAR DANGER CAN THERE BE IF THE U.S. SIDE PUTS ITS 
STAKE ON NEW SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS AIMED - AND THIS IS 
NOT BEING CONCEALED - AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. 
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IT IS NO SECRET THAT THE DECISION WHETHER TO START 
PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON WEAPONS DEPENDS 
NOW ABOVE ALL UPON THE US GOVERNMENT, UPON YOU, 
PERSONALLY, MR. PRESIDENT. BUT THIS DECISION IS OF 
SECRET 
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THE KIND THAT A CHAIN OF EVENTS IS PUT INTO MOTION 
WHICH IN THE LAST ANALYSIS IS CONNECTED WITH THE 
RISK OF DEVASTATION OF WHOLE COUNTRIES, AND THE LOSS 
OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. THE RESPONSIBILITY HERE IS 
EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT AND IT IS THIS THAT PROMPTS ME TO 
ADDRESS YOU. SINCE, IF THE CHOICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
IS IN FAVOR OF THE NEUTRON BOMB THIS WILL PUT THE 
SOVIET UNION BEFORE THE NECESSITY TO MEET THE CHALLENGE, 
THAT IS TO ACT IN THE SAME WAY AS WE WERE FORCED TO 
ACT WHEN ATOMIC WEAPONS CAME INTO BEING. 

WE HAVE SIMPLY NO RIGHT TO FOREGO THE SECURITY OF 
OUR PEOPLE AND THE SECURITY OF OUR ALLIES. 

- BUT IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO STOP. THERE 

EXISTS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE DANGEROUS AGGRAVATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE AND WE PROPOSE IT. YOU OF COURSE 
KNOW THAT IN MY PUBLIC ADDRESS AT THE END OF THE 
LAST YEAR I PROPOSED THAT AGREEMENT BE REACHED ON THE 
MUTUAL REPUDIATION OF PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON WEAPONS. 

I NOW CONFIRM THIS PROPOSAL. WE ARE PREPARED TO 
CONCLUDE AN APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AND OTHER STATES. WE ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS MATTER AT ANY MOMENT. SUCH AN 
AGREEMENT WOULD RESPOND TO THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES, 

TO THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING PEACE AND DETENTE, 

TO PEOPLES' ASPIRATIONS. 

- I WOULD LIKE TO HOPE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOU WILL 
TREAT THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS WITH FULL ATTENTION, 

AND THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND THE US WILL BE ABLE 
BEFORE IRREVERSIBLE STEPS ARE TAKEN TO REACH MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE REPUDIATION OF NEUTRON 
WEAPONS. 

- AT THE SAME TIME I AM ADDRESSING THE LEADERS OF 
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A SERIES OF OTHER STATES - PARTICIPANTS OF THE ALL- 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE - ON THIS ISSUE. 
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SINCERELY, 

L. BREZHNEV 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 
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